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Overview

1837: Invention of the Steel Plow in Grand Detour,
Ilinois

Agricultural pioneer John Deere invented the steel plow in order to improve
farm productivity in 1837. The invention of the steel plow began the
modernization of agricuture that we see today. The steel plow became so
popular amongst agriculturalists that Deere founded his company, John
Deere, in Moline, Illinois, where it has grown into one of the largest Agricultural
Manufacturers in the world, annually generating $60 billion in revenue.

History of Agriculture in lllinois

Mid 1990's - Present: Modern Era of the Farm Bill

Global Ag trade saw major reform in the early 90's, seeing the founding of the
World Trade Organization (WTQ) and ratification of the North American Free
Trade Agreement (NAFTA). The Federal Agricultural Improvement and Reform
Act of 1996 saw the transition from payments coupled to market prices
and production, and removed acreage restrictions that previously had
been a feature of federal agricultural policy. The Agricutural risk Protection
Act of 2000 reformed crop insurance and cut costs for farmers. The Farm
Security and RuralInvestment Act of 2002 supported the use of ag
products for biofuels. 2012's farm bill introduced two crucial programs,
Agricultural Risk Coverage and Price Loss Coverage

The Farm Crisis of the 1980's

The 1980's farm crisis, often considered one of the worst economic crises
since the Great Depression of the 1920's-30's, arose from a variety of causes
such as the Nixon soybean embargo and Russian grain transactions in wake of
currency changes, inflation and other changes. In 1977, total farm debt
bypassed gross farmincome, and remained that way through 1985.
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Overview Fundlng Progra ImsS

— Supplemental Nutrition Assistance
Ag Invest Program Beginning Farmers and Ranchers Loan Program (SNAP)

¢ Administered by Illinois State ¢ Administered by United States e Administered nationally by United
treasurer's office Department of Agriculture States Department of Agriculture,
* Used to finance annual operating * To qualify you must not have operated operations, eligibility, and
costs or secure long term loans a farm or ranch for 10+ years, not own distribution handled by state
* In the Ag Invest Operating Line of a farm or ranch 30% of the average agencies.
Credit, a borrower can have a single sized farm in their county, meet loan * Many low-income households are
line of credit up to $600,000 eligibility requirements, and eligible for SNAP payments that can
« In the long-term program, a borrower participate in the operation be used for financial assistance to
can borrow multiple times a year up substantially buy food at authorized retailers and
to $800,000. Any project greater than some farmers markets. 85% of the
this amount is considered on a case- 2023 farm bill went to funding
by-case basis. nutrition assistance programs.
($604.9B)




Gt General Information

Although the average Ilinois is the 2nd co:‘tﬁ'i’:::t':‘s";:";::;";;sl .
lllinois agriculture consists of value of farm leading producer of billion annually to the

roughly 76,000 farms that span . e e e . . .

26.7 million acres at an average ground in lllinois is corn (2311.1 Mbu.) economy. lllinois consistently
size of 351 acres per farm. 75% of $8,930, farm ground in and la rgest produ cer p:;:;:::::ft::rii::ta:falln
land area is used to farm the 1500 :
and area is used to farm the prime central of soybeans (688 M commodities, shipping out $8.2

ilt in lllinois. i
soil types we see in lllinois bu.) in the US as of billion annually.

2024

lllinois counties can go
for as much as $22,500

IWlinois produces the

_ D . John Deere is headquartered
Agriculture in lllinois contributes .\ roximatelv 200,000 24th most beef cattle’ in Moline, lllinois and takes
roughly $51.1 billion annually to . PP y ! 4th most hogs, 19th up $142.99B of the Farm
the economy. lllinois consistently JObS aré SuPportEd by i -p :
isatop 3 sta.\te in exports of ag the agricultural supply most chlckens, 15th e o o o a0
isatop t behind Caterpillar, who's
AT . .. most eggs, 22nd most mos priar,
commodftles, shipping out $8.2 chain of lllinois. ggs, single source manufacturer for
billion annually. sheep, and 16th most large Bulldozers is in East

milk goats in the US Peoria, lllinois




Common Crops in Illinois

ILlLinois Crops
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Revenue from Crop Harvest

Revenue from Crops in Illinois (2024)

325,080,000

N

m Soybeans ® Corn ®Wheat #® AllOther Crops 8




Seed Regulations

lllinois Seed Law

Permits

Anyone selling,
packaging, or offering
seedfor sale (orwho
opens a bag and sells

its contents) must
obtainan
annual Ilinois Seed

Permit fromthe
Ilinois Department of

Agriculture.

Labeling Standards

All agricultural,
vegetable, and lawn
seed packages must
clearly display labels

detailing the
kind/variety, net
weight, origin,
germination
percentage (with
tests required within
a 12-month period),
and noxious weed
content.

Weed Controls

The law prohibits the
sale of seed mixtures
containing
prohibited/primary
noxious weeds.
Restricted/secondary
weed seeds are only
allowed if they do not
exceed a strict
proportion (e.g., 1
weed seed to 1,000
agricultural seeds).

Intellectual Property

Seed legislation
operates alongside
federalintellectual
property laws, such
asthe Plant Variety

Protection Act
(PVPA). Developers
can legally restrict
unauthorized sales

and collect royalties.
Additionally, many
modern commercial

crop seeds (e.g.,
patented GMOs or

hybrids) are
restricted from being
saved and replanted
by farmers.

Legislation onseed in
IWinois is governed by

Illinois Seed Law (505

ILCS 110/) and the

IWinois Administrative

code (Title 8, Part 230)



https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1696&ChapterID=40
https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1696&ChapterID=40
https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1696&ChapterID=40
https://ilga.gov/agencies/JCAR/EntirePart?titlepart=00800230
https://ilga.gov/agencies/JCAR/EntirePart?titlepart=00800230

Fertilizer Regulation

appears on a label must obtain a
fertilizer application license.

Commercial Ag and Licensing

All fertilizer made or distributed in
Illinois has to be registered with the
Ilinois Department of Agriculture
lllinois Fertilizer regulation is and be inspected
primarily governed by the lllinois
Fertilizer Act of 1961 which covers
registration, safe handling,
environmental regulations, and It is required to use a deflectoror
licensing of commercial fertilizers specialized application equipment to
apply fertilizer within a 3 foot buffer
of any body of water. Without the
buffer you mustremain 15 feet
away.
Residential Lawn Fertilizer
Restrictions

Applying fertilizer is illegal on frozen
or water saturated ground. Some
exemptions of these regulations are
commercial farmlands, agricultural
land, golf courses, and lawn repair
products.

10



https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1688&ChapterID=40&Chapter=AGRICULTURE&MajorTopic=AGRICULTURE%20AND%20CONSERVATION
https://www.ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1688&ChapterID=40&Chapter=AGRICULTURE&MajorTopic=AGRICULTURE%20AND%20CONSERVATION

Pesticide Regulation

Legislation on Pesticides in Illinois is primarily brought to us by the Illinois Pesticide Act. This act oversees the
registration of product, its use, distribution, environmental regulations, and provides fines that can range from

$750-$10,000. Federally, pesticide use is regulated by the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) and governed by
the statute FIFRA. (Federal Insecticide, Fungicide, and Rodenticide Act)

e The EPA was created e FIFRA was enacted in e Endangered Species
on Dec. 2, 1970, to 1996 to authorize the Act (ESA)
protect human health EPA to regulate the e Protects endangered
and the environment distribution, sale, animals, plants, and
e Oversees land, sea, production, and use of their habitats
and air pesticide in the US  Illinois Pesticide Act
* Reviews any chemical * The EPA's decisions e Creates further rules
that goes on the involving FIFRA must and restrictions on

market agree with other

, pesticide use in the
applicable statutes

state of Illinois

11



https://ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1596&ChapterID=36

e | [vestock raised in Illinois

In 2019, Illinois' livestock
industry contributed more than
$31.8 billion in economic
activity and supported more
than 91,000 jobs. For every $100
dollars of output created by
Illinois Livestock, $80 of
additional economic activity is
created outside of the industry

Roughly 1/3
of Illinois
71,000
farms raise
livestock

Specialty
Livestock

1,000,000

*Roughly 324,000 of these were dedicated as bee

¢In 2025, Illinois cattle inventory hovered around
f
cattle, 76,000 dairy designated

e|llinois ranks 4th in state hog inventory
*Nearly 17 million hogs sold in 2017

986,000 turkeys, and 290,000 meat chickens

*Recently, the temporary ban on exhibition/sale o
poultry has been lifted by the state of Illinois due
to the slowed spread of the HSN1 virus

e|llinois has roughly 7.2 million egg laying hens,
f

32,000 goats, and 55,000 sheep and lambs

elllinois has a growing aquaculture industry with

*The state currently has an inventory of around
over 9 million dollars in average annual sales

12




s | [vestock Revenue

Sales Inventory
324,000

300,000,000

76,000

1,100,000,000
5,450,000

7,278,610

2,300,000,000

350,000,000

m Beef = Dairy ® Swine = Poultry m Beef m Dairy = Swine = Poultry
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Livestock Regulations

Livestock is largely regulated by state agencies rather than federal. The regualtions fall into
4 main categories: Animal Health, Management, Containment, and Backyard Livestock.

R

e Livestock imports must meet Illinois * Free Roam Livestock is strictly prohibited by
requirements and all interstate regulations the Illlinois Domestic Animal Running at L arge
Act

¢ All Livestock Facilities must be registered
with the state for rapid disease tracing

Backyard Livestock

e Zoning is handled by local government. For

* You muct be licensed to manage 300+ example, a municipality can ban certain
animals types of livestock if they are causing a

¢ The Illinois Environmental Protection nuisance
Agency (IEPA) regulates waste usage * For example, Roosters are banned within city

limits within almost every town in lllinois



https://ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1714&ChapterID=41
https://ilga.gov/Legislation/ILCS/Articles?ActID=1714&ChapterID=41

=Tl |llinois FFA

Top Row(Left to Right): Lane Perry (Treasurer, Marshall), Bryer Nelson (President, Canton), Owen Rigg (Secretary, Williamsfield)
BottomRow (Leftto Right): Collin Johnson (Vice President, Franklin), Haven Cash (Reporter,North Clay), LeviGerman (Sentin el, Nokomis)

There are currently
1,042,245 FFA members in
all 50 states, Puerto Rico,
and the U.S. Virgin Islands.

There are 9,407 total
chapters, with new chapters
forming every year.

The National FFA Former Illinois State FFA
Organization does not President Thaddeus
receive government funding Bergschneider from Franklin,
and instead relies on IL, served as the 2024-25
donations and sponsorships. National FFA President.

Pictured to the left is the
2026-27 lllinois FFA State
Officer team, elected at
state convention from June
9-11th.



2 | linols Farm Bureau

Founded in 1916, The Illinois
Farm Bureau has "championed The original name of the Illinois
farmers interests, offering Farm Bureau was the Illinois
education, legislative advocacy, Agricultural Association.
and community support.”

Ilinois's Farm Bureau is the 5th Ilinois divides its Farm Bureau
largest in the US with around into the following five divisions:
400,000 members. 74,000-78,000 Legal Services, Marketing &
of these members have voting Communications, Finance, Field
rights. Amajority of therest are & Member Services, and
affiliated with partner company, Governmental Affairs &
Country Financial. Commodities.

At the state level, the leadership
team is made up of a President,
Vice President, Young Leader
Committee Chair, and IL

Extension Agricultural
Association Representative. All
18 districts also have a delegate.

I ILLINOIS
/72T

Farm. Family. Food.™

IFB Board Districts

ssssssssssssssssssss BooNE ucenmy | Lake
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Pictured above is Illinois Farm Bureau President, Phillip Nelson, of
Seneca
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et ® | ocal Food Infrastructure

$2 Million™ e pm%s;nmgh Illinois Resilient Food Systems

A Just Roots

State funding to m:‘r‘r‘.‘L;’; lf‘;:(:g;:‘fzmy, ‘, Vulx;er;;;t:ilily
e X | Infrastructure Program (RFSI): Made
N O 5
%d | Y 55{3 to provide more and better markets

eeeeeee

Food Hubs

i
* Kk |
h Down at the Farms qu 3
oria Fairb <
airbury I [

1 St. Paul’s Episcopal Churci
Peo

for small farms and food services

Living Light Farms

. * Paxton |  Commercial
I
‘

» Local Food Infrastructure Grant

Kitchens
S E% llinois has the third most farmers
| Refrigerated markets of any state per year
| T'rucks .. .
o p giving consu mers.the opportgnlty
i & to purchase their meats, dairy,
e fruits, and vegetables directl
*F ily F
) . o from the producer
B 4
lllinois Country Harvest 4 Gr.ain
Prairie du Rocher Mills

19 & In the 2025/26 season, at least 27 farms
o received awards from the RFSI program

totaling over $4.8 million in federal
funding 17




Current Issues

Dicamba

Dicamba first registered as a selective, systemic
herbicide, used to control broadleaf weeds in
agricultural and residential settings.

i i
1 1

Monsanto releases a Dicamba tolerant crop trait, as
well as the following statement: “[Itis] effective
against most broadleaf weeds, including weeds that
are hard to control. However, it is harmful to crops
such as soybeans, canola and cotton, which also
are broadleaf plants. The new tech. will allow the
development of soybean and other broadleaf crops
that are highly tolerant to treatment with dicamba.”

Dicamba is commontly used on weeds that have

become Glyphosate (roundup) resistant such as
Marestail, Pigweed, and Waterhemp

Dicambaiis first registered by the EPA for Over-the-
Top uses on dicamba resistant cotton and soybeans.
This was later extended in 2018.

1967 2005 2017

Dicamba imitates the plant

growth hormone Auxin, which causes the
plantto grow at a rapid rate and die

In 2024 the US District Court of Arizona vacated the
2020 ruling with an existing stocks order so there
were no legal Over the Top Dicamba labels for the

2025 growing season. In early 2026, the EPA
reapproved Enginia, Tavium, and Xtendimax (Stryax)
through the 2027 growing season. There are still
battles underway over the legality and application of
Dicamba
1
1

2020 2024 - Pres.
1

In February of 2020, the EPA registered 3 new
dicamba products, Xtendimax, Engenia, and Tavium.
These 3 products were more heavily regulated due to
the U.S Court of Appeals for the 9th circuit finding the

EPA to have "substantially understated risks that it
acknowledged and failed entirely to acknowledge
other risks."

18




Current Issues NeW WOrld SC reWWOrm

The full-grown New World
N ) On June 3rd, 2026, USDA

on a warm-blooded confirmed the first case in
animals open wound the US of this outbreak of
New World Screwworm

There have been no cases
confirmed in Humans in
the United States and the
risk of NWS for humans
remains low

USDA New World Screwworm Confirmed Detections Download Data

==—=_8 Asof June 25, 2026, |ast reported animal detection June 24, 2026
o

After roughly a week of : ‘ The eggs hatch within a A oo
pupation, a fuu—grOWn ﬂ_y S S few hours and the larvae Outbreak Situation Last 30 Days

Map of Counties with Detections Last 30 Days

. 3 v Total Animal C Fly Ti Detecti Time Period Selacted Type County Status
emerges from the ground — n starts to feed on the e T e
and restarts the process ‘ » wound
! 20 0 i
Cases by Month -
Bars reflect most recent 4 months
Domestic Wildlife & Feral Cases Fly Traps

The Animalis left with an Larvae fall off of the
infected, further injured wound after feeding on it a

wound that can lead to for roughly a week, onto
more health problems, the ground where they
notably blindness then burrow and pupate

NM

X

Click for International Exports
< red June

1 the United J 2026 t the U
nal
CaseType  Species staty
C t Domestic  Catth Active
Domest Domestic  Cattl Acti
Cattl Acti
Cattle Acti
D t Domestic Goats Activi
bl t Domestic Cattl A
attle A
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Current Issues

Estate Tax

12 states and Washington D.C. stillimpose an
estate tax. These states are Illinois,
Washington, Oregon, Minnesota, New York,
Vermont, Massachusetts, Connecticut,
Hawaii, Maryland, Rhode Island, and Maine.

. IWinois

’Washington

An estate taxis levied on someone's assets

following their passing, before they are
distributed to heirs.

Oregon

* Exemption: $1
million

* Exemption: $3 *Top Rate: 16%
million

*Top Rate: 20%

*Range of exemption

*Exemption: $4
million
’ *Top Rate: 16%
Massachusetts «One of two states
«Exemption: $2 with a "cliff tax"
million
*Top Rate: 16%
® Maryland
*Only state
with both an Taxable Estate
estate taxand

$0 - $4m*
$4.04m - $5.04m
$5.04m - $6.04m
$6.04m - $7.04m
$7.04m - $8.04m
$8.04m - $9.04m
$9.04m - $10.04m

inheritance tax

The estate tax in lllinois is applied to
anyone with estates worth over $4 million.
The rate is graduated up to 16%. Thisis

much more oppressive than the current
federal exemption, who's costis $15

million. Agraduated tax increases in rate
as higher dollar amounts are reached.

$10.04m and higher

Illinois Estate Tax Rates

Base Taxes Paid Marginal Rate Rate Threshold
$0* $0* $0*
$290,800 11.2% $4.04 million
$402,800 12% $5.04 million
$522,800 12.8% $6.04 million
$650,800 13.6% $7.04 million
$786,800 14.4% $8.04 million
$903,800 15.2% $9.04 million
$1,082,800 16% $1 0.042r91illion




Legislation Illinois Bills Filed in 104th Assembly Legislation

Bill Title Description

HB2340 This amendment to the Ilinois Wildlife Code provides free Landowner Deer permits to resident
landowners, tenants, and business entities holding at least 20 acres in counties affected by Chronic
Wasting Disease. Additionally, it requires the Department of Natural Resources to establish specific

rules and fees for out-of-state landowners meeting the same acreage threshold.
HB5309 This bill removes mute swans from protection under the Ilinois Wildlife Code, clarifying they are not

considered migratory game birds.

SB1517 Amends the Wildlife Code. Makes a technical change in a Section concerning the short title.

SB1518 This bill reduces the cost of a lifetime fishing license by 50% for Illinois resident veterans with an
honorable or general discharge. Veterans must provide proof of service as determined by the
Department of Natural Resources, which will set verification requirements.

SB1544 Amends the Wildlife Code. Provides that any deer herd management plan established by the
Department of Natural Resources, including length of seasons and bag and possession limits, shall
take into account economic damage and public safety concerns caused by deer.

SB1637 Amends the Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development Act. Provides that, notwithstanding any
other provision of law, moneys in the Open Space Lands Acquisition and Development Fund may not be
appropriated, assigned, or transferred to another State fund.

21




Legislation Illinois Bills Filed in 104th Assembly Legislation

Bill Title Description

SB1689 Amends Public Act 103-0589. Increases the Fiscal Year 2025 appropriation to the Department of
Agriculture from the Partners for Conservation Fund for grants to Soil and Water Conservation Districts
for ordinary and contingent administrative expenses from $4,500,000 to $8,500,000.

SB2043 Amends the Wildlife Code. Provides that, upon request, the Department of Natural Resources shall
issue a certificate of competency to any resident active-duty military personnel who provide acceptable
verification of service, any lllinois resident veterans who provide acceptable verification of service, and

any individuals who present proof of holding a concealed carry permit issued by the State.
SB2160 This bill creates grants for food banks to receive donated venison and establishes an optional Hunter

Food Bank Stamp to support hunger relief in Illinois. It also expands and streamlines deer management
rules, including special harvest periods, permit transfers, and faster permit processing with automatic
approval if not acted on within 5 business days.

SB2206 This bill creates the Kankakee and Iroquois Counties Floodwater Mitigation Commission to study

flooding and drainage issues, review policies in other states, and make recommendations for solutions.

SB2311 This bill requires the Illinois Department of Natural Resources to create and update a statewide flood
plan every five years starting in 2026, along with regional river basin plans and dam maintenance plans.
It also establishes an advisory committee to review the flood planning system and help guide
implementation and policy updates.

SB2372 This bill creates a Farmland Transition Commission within the Department of Agriculture to study
barriers and policies affecting young farmers’ access to farmland and recommend solutions. The
commission, how focused on farmers ages 25-40, will meet quarterly, submit annual reports, a2r|2d be
supported by the Department of Agriculture before dissolving on December 31, 2031.




Legislation Illinois Bills Filed in 104th Assembly Legislation

Bill Title Description

SB2387 This bill creates a Farmland Conversion Fee on agricultural land taken out of production for uses like
solar/wind farms, development, or housing, starting in 2026, with fees of $700-$900 per acre and certain
exemptions. It establishes a state fund for the revenue and directs its use for conservation efforts,

while also requiring a metric to encourage conservation practices on state agricultural land.
SB2625 Appropriates $6,100,000 from the General Revenue Fund to the Department of Agriculture for costs

associated with the Crop Insurance Rebate Initiative to provide incentives for at least 1,000,000 acres of
eligible land. Effective July 1, 2025.

SB3017 This bill changes voting rules for drainage district commissioner elections by giving landowners one
vote per acre of property they own in the district, with rules for shared ownership and authorization. It
also adjusts polling hours and clarifies that election judges may rely on voters’ ownership

representations without verifying property records.
SB3019 This bill allows the Illinois Finance Authority to issue larger agricultural loans or bonds if higher limits

are authorized by law or regulation and removes a restriction that previously barred loans for new
depreciable farm property to individuals with a net worth over $500,000.

SB3226 Replaces everything after the enacting clause with the provisions of the introduced bill, and makes the
following change: Requires the report to be submitted on or before March 1, 2027 (rather than January 1,
2027). Effective immediately.

SB4044 The proposed Agricultural Land Conservation Act establishes a $275/acre fee on buyers or lessees of
agricultural land converted to non-agricultural uses (e.g., residential or commercial) starting January 1,
2027. Collected fees will fund soil and water conservation districts and climate-smart agricultural
education 23




Legislation Illinois Bills Filed in 104th Assembly Legislation

Bill Title Description

SB4193 This bill creates a tax credit program for farmers who donate conservation easements or portions of
qualified real property, allowing credits equal to 50%-100% of the donation’s fair market value
starting in 2027. The program is capped at $7.5 million statewide peryear, with a $500,000 limit per

donation, and is administered by the Department of Natural Resources with related tax code updates.
SR0124 Affirms a commitment to supporting Illinois farmers and promoting a positive perception of their

essential work. Encourages public education initiatives, outreach programs, and partnerships with
agricultural organizations to highlight the economic and environmental contributions of Illinois
farmers. Recognhizes and commends the farmers of Illinois for their dedication, perseverance, and
continued commitment to feeding families, strengthening communities, and upholding the state's
proud agricultural heritage.

SR0593 Congratulate Leman Farms Inc. on being named the 2026 Family of the Year by the Illinois Pork
Producers Association (IPPA). Thanks to the Leman family and staff of Leman farms for their hard work
and dedication to the pork industry.

SR0749 Declares May 6, 2026 as Illinois Bacon Day in the State of Illinois and invites all Illinoisans to thank a
pig farmer by enjoying some delicious slices of bacon.

SJR0024 Declares May 7, 2025 as Illinois Bacon Day and invites all Illinoisans to thank a pig farmer by enjoying
some delicious slices of bacon.

SB0710 This bill updates Illinois wildlife rules to allow landowners to authorize others to remove deer causing

property damage under issued permits. It also provides free deer and turkey hunting permits to
qualifying Illinois landowners and tenants of at least 40 acres, limited to hunting on their own land,
and establishes related documentation, guest permit, and administrative requirements, with
staggered effective dates in 2026 and 2027.

&)
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Legislation Illinois Bills Filed in 104th Assembly Legislation

Bill Title Description

HB0054 Provides that the first full week of March each year is desighed as Soil Health Week to be observed
throughout the State as a week to celebrate and raise awareness regarding the importance of soil
health to Illinois agriculture and Illinois Farmers.

HB2339 Specifies that the Department of Natural Resources shall take the deer management actions described
in the introduced bill on a county-by-county basis (rather than on an area-wide basis).

SB3490 Expands restrictions on foreign ownership of Illinois land, prohibiting certain foreign-controlled entities
from acquiring land, including agricultural land. Violators must divest within two years or face felony
penalties and Attorney General legal action, enforced by a newly created Office of Agricultural
Intelligence

SB0134 Lets' a surviving spouse apply their deceased spouse's unused federal estate tax exclusion to
the Illinois exclusion amount too — mirroring how federal "portability"” already works. Applies to deaths
on or after 1/1/2026.

SB0139 Replaces Illinois's flat $4,000,000 exclusion with a floating amount tied to federal Internal Revenue

Code Section 2010 — meaning it would automatically track federal inflation adjustments (and include
the spousal unused exclusion concept from SB0134) going forward.

SB1688 Farm-focused. Raises the effective exemption to $6,000,000 (from $4,000,000) specifically for estates
with qualifying farm property, adjusts it annually for inflation, and changes how "special use valuation"
works so farmland is valued without certain federal limitations — aimed at keeping family farms from
being forced to sell land to cover the tax bill.

25




Legislation Illinois Bills Filed in 104th Assembly Legislation

Bill Title Description

SB1735 Gradually winds the tax down — cutting the amount owed by 20% per year, with no tax at all for
deaths/transfers on or after 1/1/2030, and full repeal of the Act effective 1/1/2031.

SB1828 Amends the Illinois Estate and Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax Act. Provides that no tax shall be
imposed under the Act for persons dying on or after the effective date or for transfers made on or after
the effective date. Effective immediately.

SB2970 Amends the Illinois Estate and Generation-Skipping Transfer Tax Act to raise the estate tax exemption
for qualified farm property estates to $6,000,000 (from a $4,000,000 exclusion), indexed annually to CPI.
Alsorevises deceased spousal unused exclusion calculations and the "qualified heir" definition for
these estates and provides special use valuation for farm property without certain IRC limitations.
Effective January 1, 2027.
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Sources

IWlinois Secretary of State

Illinois Blue Book — Chronology

Office of the lllinois Secretary of State
https://www.ilsos.gov/content/dam/publications/illinois-

bluebook/chronology.pdf

IWlinois State Board of Education (ISBE)
Evidence-Based Funding for Student Success Act
Illinois State Board of Education

https://www.isbe.net/Pages/EvidenceBasedFunding.aspx

Center for Tax and Budget Accountability (CTBA)

Significant Dates in Illinois School Finance

Center for Tax and Budget Accountability
https://www.ctbaonline.org/reports/significant-dates-illinois-

school-finance

U.S. Congress
Every Student Succeeds Act (Public Law 114-95)
United States Congress

https://www.congr /PLAW-114 L f

v/114/plaws/ L

Ilinois General Assembly (ILGA)
Illinois School Code (105 ILCS 5)

Illinois General Assembly

=17

National Center for Education Statistics (NCES)
National Assessment of Educational Progress
(NAEP): Students

U.S. Department of Education
https://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/students/
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